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BEFORE THE
 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 

Case No. Cj..O I~ ... ;J.In the'Matter of the Accusation Against: 

KATHLEEN DIANE, TIESSEN,
 
aka KATHLEEN DIANE SERON,
 
aka KATHLEEN DIANE DOWELL
 ACCUSATION 
P.O. Box 3497
 
Arizona City, AZ 85223
 
Registered Nurse License No. 295797
 

Respondent. 

, Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Execut~ve Officer Of t~e B,oard of Registered Nursing ("Board"), 
. ) i 

Department of Consumer Affairs. ' 
, " 

2. On or about August 31, 1978, the Board issued ;Registered Nurse License Number 

295797 to Kathleen Diane Tiessen,. also known as Kathleen Diane Se:r:on and Kathleen Diane 

Dowell ("Respondent")., R~spondent's registered nurse license was in full force and effectat all 

times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on January 31, 2012, unless renewed. ' 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

3. Business and Professions Code ("Code") section 2750 provides, in pertinent part, that 

the Board ~ay discipline any licensee, including a licensee holding a temporary or an inactiye 
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license, for any reason provided in Article 3 (commencing with 'section 2750) of the Nursing 

Practice Act. 

4. Code section 2764 provides, in perti~ent part, that the expiration of a license shall not 

deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee 'or 

to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Under Code section 2811, subdivision 

(b), the Board may renew an expired license 'at any time within eight years after the expiration. 

5. Code section 2761 states, in pertinent part: ' 

The board may take disciplinary action' against a ,certified or li~ensed 
~\lrse or deny an application for a,certificate or license for any of the following: 

(a) Unprofessional conduct ... 

, (4) Denial of licensure, revocation, suspension, restriction, 'or any other, 
disciplinary action against a health care professional license or certificate by another 
state or territory of the United States, by any other government agency, or by another 
California health care professionallicensing board. A certified copyof the decision 

, or judgment shall be conclusive evidence' of that action. . . ' , " 

, COST RECOVERY 

6. Code section 125.3 prpvides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the, 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate fQ~d to have cortunitted a violation or violations of 
, , 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the jnves~igationand 

enforcement ofihe case. 

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Disciplinary Action by the Arizona State Board of Nursing) 

7. Respondent is 'subjec~ to disciplinary action pUrsuant to Code section 2761, 

subdivision (a)(4), on the grounds ofunprofessiomi.l conduct, in that-she was disciplined by tq.e 
, , 

Arizona State Board ofNUr~ing C"A.rHo~a Boar~"), as follow~: On or about November 19,2010, 
'.. . . I .' 

pursuant to Consent for E~try of'Voluntary suri~~ci.e~ Order No. 1001018 in the disciplinary 

pro.ceeding titled "In the Matter of Registered Nurse License No, RN 135006 Issued to: Kathleen 

, Diane T:iessen", Respondent'vo1untarily,surren,dered her license to p:ractice as a registered nurse' 

in the State ofArizona for a minimum ~fthr~e y~ars. A true and correct copy of the Order is 
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attached as exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. Pursuant to the terms of the Order, 

, ,Respondent admitted, in substance, as follows: :: .",. 

a. From June 7, 2006, to January 15, 2010, Respondent was employed as a school nurse 

by the Mary C, O'Brien School District i~ Pi~al County, Arizona. 

b. On or about October 20, 2009, Respondent allegedly exhibited behaviors of chemical 

andlor psychological impairment while on duty. Re~pondent ,admitted taking oxycod9ne the ' 
" , 

night before reporting for duty 'and haYing an addiction to opiates. Respondent's employment, 
, I 

was tefminated for being under the influence ofalcohol 01; non-prescribed 'drugs.. 

c, On or about October 20, 2009, while hospitalized at Casa Grande Regional Medical 

Center in Casa Grande, Arizona, Respondent's drug screen returned positive for amphetamines, 

benzodiazepines, and opiates, Respondent's husb,and told hospital staff that Respondent had a 
, ' 

history 'of prescription medication overdoses ,and 'had been hospitalized in,Californ,ia for m~ntal 

,,health issues. , 

~" On or about October 21, 2009, Respondent was admitted to Sonora Behavioral Health 

Hospital in'Tucson, Arizona. Ac'cording to hosp.ital records,' Respondent overdosed on 80 mg of 

OxyContin, told hospital staff that she had gone through two detoxifications, admitting abusing 

both OxyCodone Long Acting and OxyCodone Immediate Release prescription opiates, and 

requested to "detox" off of opiates a~d Xanax, "Respondentalso told hospital staff that she had 
: , 'I., .:: '7\' ";',. . 

I' • • .. • 

gone through lengthy periods of sobriety with 12-step type programs. On ,October 23,2009, 

Respondent was discharged with diagnoses, of opiate dependence, opiate withdrawal, 

benzodiazepine dependence, and anxiety disorder. 

e, On or about November 6, 2009, ,R,espondentunclerwent a Fitness for Duty Evaluation 

with Dr. Donald' J. Gibertini. Dr. Gibertini recommended that Respondent work under close 
" ' 

monito:fing for narcotic usage, ~eek help :with a Substanq~ Abus~ P~ofes~ional, and ~ndergo drug 

screening. Dr, Gibertini was of the opi~ion that .without a clear plan for'drastically limiting her 

narcotic pain medication, he had strong res~rYations about Respondent working in a safety 

sensitive position such as a s~hool nurse. 
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f. '. On or about April 7,:2010, Respondent told Arizo~a'Board staffthl;l.t she took opiates 

for long stanqing chronic pain issues (Respondent's medical records rev.ealed a history of opiate 

use for shoulder and hip pain, herniated disks, and scoliosis with pain radiating to the legs). 

Respondent denied having a prior history of opiate addiction or abuse, and denied being 

hospitalized for opiate detoxification as recorded in hospital and occupational health records.' 

g. On July 26,2010, Respondent underwent a substance abuse evaluation with Dr. 
. . . 

Bethann Mahoney. Dr. Mahoney opined t~at Respond~nt has a physical dependence to opiate 

medication which has been abused in t~e past. Dr. Mahoney recommended that Respondent 

undergo monitoring of random urine drug screens, neuropsychological evaluation to determine 

Respondent's comprehension of issues, and supervised medication administra:tion. . . , 

MATTERS IN AGGRAVATION 

8. To determine the degree 'qf penaltY,to 1?e imposed on Respondent, if any, . 
,I. ': ,.1 ',I, • . 

Compl~inant alleges as follows:' On December 20, 1982, pursuant to the Stipulation and Decision 

adopted' by the Board as its decision in the disciplinary proceeding titled "In the Matter of the 

Accusation Against: Kat~een Diane Seron, R.N.", Case No. 82-57, the Board reyoked . 

Respondent's registered nurse license effective.J.anuary 21, 1983. The revo,cation was stayed and 
, , 

Respondent was placed on probation for thre~ years on terms and conditions. Respondent 

admitted that she falsified and made grossly incorrect au,9 ~ossly inconsistent entries irt records 

: pertaining to narcotics and dangerous drugs in several instances while employed at Westside.. 

District Hospital; Taft, California. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainap.t requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and tha,t following the hearing, the ~9,a.rd of Registered Nursing issue. a d~cision: ' 

1.· Revoking 0; suspending ~egistereci~ur's~ Lice~se Number,295797, issued to' 

. Kathleen Diane Tiessen, also known as Kathl~en Diane Seron and Kathleen Diane Dowell; 
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2. Ordering Kathleen Diane Tiessen, I;1.lso known as Kathleen Diane Seron'and Kathleen 

Diane,Dowell, to pay the Board of Registered Nursing the reasonable costs of the investigation 

and enforcement of this case, pursuant to BusiIl;ess and Professions Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary 'and proper. 
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ARlZONA STATE BOARD OF N1JRSING
 

4747 North 7th Street, Suite 200
 
Pho'enix; Arizona S5014w 3655
 

602-771-7800 

IN THE MATTER OF REGISTERED 
NURSE LICENSE NO. RN135006 
ISSUED TO: 

KATHLEEN DIANE TIESSEN 
RESPONDENT 

q)NS;ENT FOR ENTRY OF 

VOLUNTARY SURRENDER 

ORDER :NO. 1001018 

A complaint charging Kathleen ,Diane Tiessen ("Respondent") with violati0I!- of the Nurse 

.~ractice Act has b~en received by the Arizona State Board ofNursirig ('~Board"'), In the interest of a 

prompt and speedy settlement of the above-captioned matter, consistent With the public interest, 
.' '. . 

, statutory r~quire:oients, and the responsibilities of the Board~ and pursuant to A.R.S.§ 32-1605,01(D)" 
, , 

Resppndent voluntarily surrenders her license for a minimum of three yeliITs. 

Based on the 'evidence pefore'it, the Board makes the following Findings of Fact, 9onclusioris 
, . . 

ofLaw:
 

,FINDINGS OF FACT
 

1. Respondent holds Board issued registered nurse license no. RN135006: 

, "2. 'From on or ~bout June 7,2006 to on ar about JanuarY 15, 2010, Respondent was 

employed as a school nurse by tp.e Mary C. ,0 'Brien School District in Pinal County, Arizona.; 

3. On or about January 11,2010, Valerie Gorodensky,' AdIl'linistrator for the Mary C,
 

O'Brien Elementary School, filed a complaint with the Board, alleging that on or about October 20,
 

2009, Respondent exhibited behaviors of chemical and/or psychological impairment while on duty. '
 
, , 

Gorodenski said Respondent admitted taking oXy'co,1.~ne the night before reporting for duty and having 
..:.... '. . 

'. ....:~~~:;. . , 

an addiction to opiates. Respondent was 'subsequently hospitalized at Sonora Behavioral Health
 

Hospital and' diagnosed with opiate and benzodiazepine dependence·, Respondent's employment was
 

-l~ 



tenninated for be:ing under the influence of alcohol or non-prescribed dmg. Based on this iL-uo~ation, ., 

the Board conducted an investigation. ' 

4. Accqrding to medical records from Casa Grande Regional Medical Center in Casa
 

Grande, Arizona, on or about October 20,2009, Respond,ent's drug screen returned positive for
 

, am~hetamines,'benzodiazepines, and opiates. Respondent's husband told hospital st~ffRespondenthad 

a history ofprescription medication overdoses and had been hospitalized in California for mental health 

issues. 

, 5. On or about October 21,2009, Respondent was admitted to Sonora Behavioral Health. 

Hospital in Tucson, AriZona. According to, hospital records, Respon~ent overdosed on 80Ing of 

OxyContin (opiate p~ medication), told'hospital staff she had gone through two deto~cations, 

admitted abusing both OxyCodone Long Acting and OxyCodone Immediate Re~ease prescription 

opiates, and requested to detox ~ff'bf opiates and Xanax (antkanxiety medication). According to the 

medical :r:ecord, Respondent told hosphal staff she had gone through lengthy periods of sobriety with the 
" , 

, , 

12-step type programs. On October 23,2009, Respondent was discharged with diagnoses of opiate
 

dependence, opiate' withdrawal, benzodiazepine 'dependence, and anxiety disorder.
 

6. . On or about November 6, 2009, Respondent underwent a Fitness for I?uty Evaluation 

with Dr. Donald J:Gibertini. According to Dr. Gilbertini's report, Respondent said she had an adverse 

reaction to Oxycori.tin she had taken 'around ridnight on October 20, 2009. Respondent stated she had 

two previous hospitalizations for detoxificatiQn of pain medications. Dr. Giblertini recommended . . . , , 

Respondent work under close monitoring for narcotic usage? would benefit from help with a Substance 

Abuse Professional, undergo drug screening, and "without a clear plan for drastically limiting her 
, . 

,narcotic pain medication", he had strong reservations about Respondent working in a safety sensitive 

position such as a school nurse. 

-2­



7. A Board staffreview ofRespondent's medical records from he~ provider Dr. S. Platt 

between 2008 to April 201°revealed a history of opiate use for shoulder and hip pain, herniated disks; 

scoliosis with pain radiating to the legs, and several other medical diagnoses. Respondent had si~ed a 

pain management contract. 

8. On or aboutApril 7; 2010, Respond~nt told Board staff she' took opiates for long 

standing; chronic pain Issues. She deJ;ried having a prior history of opiate addiction or abuse, and denied 

being hospitalized for .opiate detoxification as recorded in hospital and occupational health records. 

9. ' .A Board staffreview ofRespondent's employment records from Mary C. O'Brien 

Elementary School showedthe following issues: 

a. Written notes by Dolores Burciaga, adrD.i:i:J.istrative assistant,. documented staff 

observations where Re~pondent experienced occasions ofshaking anc;l., sweating. Respondent attributed 

'her 'symptoms to not eating or being under stress. 

b. A letter written December ~, 2009 where 'Sharon L?-wrence, .RN, Int~rim School 

Nurse,,:documented irregularities found in student medication dispensing and storage. conflicting . . .' 

information between what was writte~ on the label versus what was found pre-poured or documented 

on the ~edication signature sheets. 

10. On July 26,2010, Respondent underwent a substance abuse evaluation With Dr.'Bethann 

Mahon~y. Dr. Mahoney stated Respondent has aphysical dependence to ~piate medication which has 

been abu~ed in the past. Dr. Mahoney recommeIl;ded Respondent u~dergo monitoring ofrandom urine 

drug screens, ne~ropsychological evaluation to deternrine Respondept's c~mprehension of issues, and, 

sup,ervised medication ac1.rrrinistration. 

11. On or about September 22, 2010, the Board voted, to offer Respondent a Consent· 

Agreement for a tbirty:.six month probation, with terms ,and conditi'ons. 

-3­



12. On or about November 10, 2010, as communicated to the Board through her attorney,
 

Respondent said she physical heal:th had' deteriorated and she would have difficulty meeting the terms
 

-
of the Consent Agreement. 

13. ,On or about N~vember 12,2010, Respondent requested to voluntary sUITe~der her 

license. ' 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Pursuarit to AR.S. §,§ 32~1606, 32-1663, and ~2-1664, the Boaxd' has subJect matter and 

personal jurisdiction in tbis matter. 

The conduct ana. circumstances described in the ,Findings ofFact constitute a violation of 

A.R.S.§ 32-1663 (D) as defmed.in A.R.S.§ 32-160i (16)(d) (any conduct or practice that is"or might be 

harmful or dangerous to the health of a patient or the public) (effective May 9,2002) and G) (violating a 

rule that is adopted by the board pursuant!o tills chapter) (effective May 9,2002), specifically A.A.C. ' 
, ' ' 

R4-1.?~403 {B) (7) (fa~ing to maintain for a patient record that accurately reflects the nursing 

assessment, car:e, treatment ari~ other nursing serviCes p~~vided to the patient) (effective November 13, 

, , 

2005) aTI.d (13)'(failing to supervise' a person to who;m nursing ~ctions are d~legated) (effective, 

, 
November 13,2005). 

The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings ofFact constitute a violation of , 

A.R.S.§ 32-1663 (D) ,as defined in A.R.S.§ 32·;1601 (18)(d) (any COl;J.duct or practice that'isor might be 

harmful or dangerous to ,the health of a patient or the public) (effective a,ctober 14,2009), (e)(being 

.ment?-lly incompetent or physically unsafe to the degree that is or might be harmful or dangerous'to the 

,'heiilth of a patient or the public) (effective Octo'9.er-l4;::i:OQ9) and G) (violating a rule that is adopted by 
. . '.'". : '.) .~. ':. ":" ,. . 

the board pursuant to this chapter)(effective October 14,'2009), ~pecifically A.A.C. R4-19-403 (1) (a 
• ,... J 

pattern of failure to mailltain rhinimum standards of acceptable and prevailing mp:sirtg practice) 

-4­
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(effective Febmfu)' 2, 2009), (17)(21 pattern of using or ·being under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or a 

similar: su:bstance to the extent that j.udgment may be impaired and nurs~g practice detrimentally 

affected, or while on duty in any health care facility, school, institution, or other work location) 

. . 

(effective Febmary.2, 2009), and (31) (pract.icmg in. any other manner that gives the Board reasonable 

cause to believe the health of a patient or the public may be harmed.) (effective February 2, 2009)~ . . . 

. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findmgs ofFact constitute sufficient cause 

pursuant to A:R.S. § 32-1 664(N) to revoke, suspend or take other disc;:iplinEiry action against 

Respondent's license to practice as a registered ninse in the State ofArizona. 

Respondent admits the. Board's Findings ofFact and Conclusions ofLaw. 

The conduct and. circumstances described in the Findings of Fact constitute sufficient caus~ 

pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 32-160S.01(D) and 32-1664(N) to take disciplinary action against Respondent's' .. . . 

license' to practice as a registered nurSe in the State ofArizona. 
. . 

Respondent ~dmits the Board's Findings ofF~l.Ct, Conclusio~sofLaw.· 

Respondent understarids that she has an opportunity to' request a hearing and declines to do so. 

Respondent agrees to issuance of the attached Ord~r and .waives all rights to a hearing, rehearin~., 

appeal, or judicial review relating to th.ls Order.. 

. . 
Respondent understands that all investigative materials prepared or received by the Board 

con~erning the~e violatio~s and all notices and pleadings relating thereto may. be retaIned in. the 

Board's file conce~g this matter. . 

Respondent understands that the .admissions in the Findings of Fact are conclusive evidenc~ of 

.a vi?lation of the Nurse Practice Act and may ·b..e used for purposes of determining sanctions in any 

futu.:re 'disciplinary matter. 

. . . 
.Respondent up.derstands the right to consult legal· ·counsel.prior to entering' into the Consent 

-5­



Agreement and such consultation has either been obtained or'is waived. 

Respondent understands that tbis voluntary surrender is effective upon its acceptance by the 

Exe~utive Dir~ctor or the Board and by R,espond,ent as e~idenced by the respectiv.e signatures thereto. 

Respondent's signature obtained via facsimile shal~ have the same effect as an original signature. 

Once signed by Respondent, the, agreement caImot b~ withdra'WTI. without the Executive' Director or 

the Board.!s approval or by stipulation between Respondent and'the Executive Director orthe Board: 

The effective d~te of this Order is the date the Vol~tary Surrender is signed by the, Executive , 

Dir~ctor or the Board anclby Re'spondent. 'Ifth~ Voluntary Surrender is sigried on a different date, ~he 

. later date is the effective date. 

Respcmdent understands that VO~1,llltary Surrender constitutes disciplinary action. R~spon4ent 

also understands that sh~ may not reapply for re-issuance during the'period ofVoluntary Surre~der. . .', 

Respondent" agrees that she may apply for re-issuance after the 'period Qf.'voluntary surrender 

under th~ following conditions, and must comply with current,law at the ,time of their application for 

re-issuance: ' 

The application for re-issuance must be in writing and shall contain therein or have !ittached 

thereto substantial ~vidence,that the basis for the voluntaiy surrender,has been'removed and that th~ 

re-issuance of the license does not constitute a: thre~t to the public's health, safety and welfare. ,The 

Board may require physicill, psychological, or psychiatric evaluations, reports and affidavits !egarding 

1/1 

1/1 

1/1 '~"l •. ·:: 

. ' ;;': '. 

11/ 

" 1 rIII ,,- i 
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COpy fa.,'Ced this 12th day ofNovember;2010 to 

Lori Curtis, PC 
Davis·Miles, PLLC . 
FAX # 480~733-3748 

COpy mailed thiS'12th day ofNoveniber, 2010, by First Class Mail to: 

Lori Curtis, PC 
Davis Mi-les, PLLC 
80 E. Rio Salado Pkwy., Ste. 401 
Tempe, AZ 85281 

Kathleen Tiessen 
P.O. BOX 3'497 
Arizona City, AZ 85223 

By: ----:- -,-_ 

Legal-Secreiary 

( .' 
:.;' 

" " 
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CJ 

1 GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Attorney General
 
DORA LEVIN, Deputy Attorney General
 

2
 3580 Wilshire Boulevard
 
Los Angeles, California 90010
 

31 Telephone: (213) 736-2004
 

41Attorneys for Complainant 
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BEFORE THE 

I BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 
9' 

8: 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

10: 
I 

"
, 

11 :I n th e r1at t e r of the Accusation ) 

1,
·iAgainst: ) NO. 82-57 

)12': 
KATHLEEN DIANE SERON, R.N. ) STIPULATION 
1126 Thomas Way ) A.f\JD DECrS ION 
Delano, California 93215 ) 

) 
License No. L-295797, )
 

15 )

Responaen t. )


16 ;_---'-I )
 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED by and between the parties to 

above entitled matter that the following allegations are true: 

1. That accusation number 82-57 is presently pending 

201 against respondent, .Kathleen Diane Seron, R.N., in the above 
I 

, I 
21! matter. I 

1 

22 i

I 
2. That respondent has retained James P. Lough, Esq., 

23!as her counsel in this matter. 

241 3. That respondent and her counsel bave fully discussed 

251the charges and allegations contained in said accusation number 

• 
26: 82-57. 

I 
I 

27 / 

COURT PAPER 
STAre: OF CAL.IFORNIA 
STO. 113 ,.[V. 8·72' 

1. 

1 



.\ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

....... - .
 

4. That respondent is fully aware of her right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations contained in said 

accusation number 82-57, her rights to reconsideration, appeal, 

and any and all other rights which may be accorded to her pursuant 

to the California Administrative Procedure Act. 

5. That respondent hereby freely and voluntarily waives: 

71 her rights to a hearing, reconsideration, appeal, and any and all
 

8iI other rights which may be accorded to her by the California
 
1 

9;IAdm~inistrative Proceaure Act with regard to said accusation number I 

10 \82-57. 

11.: 6. That respondent admits the truth of the charges and 

12~ allegations containea in paragraphs 1 through 6 of accusation 
" 

13!' number 82-57. 

7. That cause for disciplinary action against the 

15'; respondent exists pursuant to the provisions of sections 2750, 
'! 

16: 2761, subdivision (a), ana 2762, subdivision ·f~j7··~.:·the Business 
I 

" o,I 
17~ and Professions Code.
 

18! 8 • That based on the accusation and the foregoing
 
I \ 

19' admissions, it is stipulated that the following penalty may be 
I I 

201 imposed:
I 

21~ Respondent Kathleen Diane Seron, R.N. 's~ license 
I 

22,
I number L-295797 is revoked 1 proviaed, however, that said 
i 

23:
I 

revocation is stayed, and the respondent placed on 
i, 

24' probation for a period of three years upon the following
I 

25! terms and conditions: 

•
I 

26'
I 

A. Obey All Laws - Respondent shall obey 

all. laws of the United States, State of27 
1 

COURT PAPER 
STA"t'E OF QA1..1FClRNI" 
STO. 113 (REV, B·n, 
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2 

I 
31 
41 
51 
6( 
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7!1
 

81
 
9)

i 
I 

10 
!I 

ll! 
1

l2 ! 

15 

-"1:6·1 
i 

17. 

181\ 

19; 
I 

2d 
21!

I

I 
1 

22! 
I 

23 
1 

241 
I 
I 

2~ 
26: 

271 

I 
I 
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California, and its political subdivisions, 

and all rules and regulations and laws 

pertaining to the practice of nursing in this 

state. 

B. Comply With Probation program ­

Respondent shall fully and completely comply 

with the Probation program established by the 

board, and cooperate with representatives of 

the board. 

C. Absence from State - In the event 

respondent should leave California to reside 

or practice outside of the staee, respondent 

must notify the board in writing of the dates 

of departure and return. Periods of ~esidency 

or practice outside the State of California 

will not apply to the reduction of thi-s 

probationary period. 

D. Report in Person - Respondent, during 

the period of probation, shall report in 

person to such meetings of the Board of 

Registered Nursing, or its designated 

. I representatives, as directed. 

E. Submit Written Reports Respondent, 

during the period of probation, shall submit 

such written reports and verification of 

actions as are required by the board. 

/ 

3. 



.. f \ , 

. / ! 
,. i 

5
 

10,1 
Ii 

ll:i 
:/ 

121
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13'

14.1
.! 
I

15, 

16 

17 

I

I
l 

19: 

20: 

211 
I 
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23~ 
, 

24, 

• 
26: 
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F. Notify Employer - Respondent, if 

she be employed in nursing at any time during 

the period of probation shall have the 

employer submit to the board verification that 

the employer unders tands the cond i tions of 

probation. Respondent may not work for a 

nurses' registry. 

G. Work Where Supervised, Not as 

Supervisor - Respondent shall be employed as 

an R.N. only in a setting in which~full 

supervision is provided, and may not function 

as a supervisor. 

H. Be -Examined by a Physician: 

(1) If not employed in nursing, 

respondent shall not r~sume the 

practice of nursing in the State of 

California until such time as 

respondent submits to the board 

satisfactory evidence in writing 

from her attending physician that 

respondent is both physically and 

mentally capable of performing her 

profess ional -duties as a reg is tered 

nurse. Respondent shall insure that 

her attending physician knows the 

decision of the board in this case 

and makes reference thereto in the 

4. 
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1 written statement to the board. If 

2 medically determined, a recommended 
I 

treatment program will be instituted31 
41	 and followed by respondent with the 

physician providing written reports5\ 
61	 to the board when requested. 

(2) If employed in nursing,

:1 responent shall, within 45 days of
I 

91 the effective date of the decision 

10! of the board, submit to the board 
I 

111	 satisfactory evidence that she has 

12
1!	 had a medical examination from a 

13!1	 licensed physician. Respondent

lJ shall insure the physician knows the
I 

15', decision of the board in this case , 
I 

16:	 and that the physician makes 
'I 

17 i	 reference thereto in his written 

statement, to the board. If
 

19' medically determined, a recommended
!
 
20' treatment program will be instituted
 

21 and followed by the respondent with 
1 
I22i···....~·	 the physician providing written 
I 

23 reports to the board when requested. 
1 

24!	 I. Participate in Counseling Program - i 
I 

251 Respondent shall participate in an on-going 
I 

• 
!	 .! 

26! program of rehabilitative counseling until	 I 
I 

such time as the board releases her from27 I 
1 

ICOURT PAPER 
ST"'TE OF C......lFo~NI ... 
STD, 113 (REV, e·721 
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.. C 
1 treatment. Written progress reports from the 

2 therapist will be required when'requested by 
I 

the board.31 I
41 J. Abstain from Use of Narcotics - I,. 

Respondent shall completely abstain from the51 I 
61 personal use of narcotics, hypnotics,	 I 

I. 
71	 controlled substances or dangerous drugs, in 

I 
8: any form, except when a bonafide patient of a
I 

9'	 licensed physician and when the same are 
J 

10: , lawfully prescribed. 
I 

11!	 K. Submit to Tests and Samples ­
I 

121 
~espondent, at any time during the period of
 

13:.1 probation, shall fully cooperate with the
 
·1 

14'1 Board of Registered Nursing or any of its 

15 agents or employees, in their supervision and 

16 investigation of her compl~ance with the terms 

17 and conditions of this probation; and shall, 

when requested, submit to such tests and 

samples as the board or its agents or 
I20i employees may require for the detection of 

211 alcohol, narcotics, hypnotics, dangerous .. - ­

221 drugs, or controlled substances. 
! 

231 9. That during the above mentioned period of probation, 
I 

24;and in the event respondent does not comply with the terms and , 

25lcpnditions of probation as set forth above, the Board of 

•
I	 I

26; Registered Nursing, after notice to respondent and opportunity tOj 
i I 

21be heard, may terminate said order of probation or make such other [ 

COURT PAPf:R 
STA.TE 0" CALlf'C~NIA 

STD. 113 fREV. 8.72\ 

6 • 
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1 orders modifying the terms of probation herein as the board in its 

2 discretion may deem proper. 

10. That upon expiration of the above described pet"iod3 

4 of probation, the stay of revocation of t"espondent' s ,license shall 

5 become permanent. 

6 11. That the admissions herein are for the purpose of 

7 this proceeding only, and shall have no force or effect in any 

8 other case or proceeding. 

9 12. That if this stipulation is not accepted in its 
I 

lOlentirety by the Board of Registered Nursing, it shall be withdrawn 
i 

111 by the ~part ies and' have no effect whatsoever. 

12 1 GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Attorney General 
il DORA LEVIN, Deputy Attorney General 

13 1 

I 
I 

14 1•
...r- ..'I 

15:!DATED: 11- "f - i'l.­
,I DORA LEVIN 

16 il beputy Attorney General 

17;\ Attorneys for Complainant 

18i
I 

19: 
I
 

201 DATED:
 
I 

211 
I 

22
1 

II 
23 / 

1 

24 1 I1 

251 I . I 
26 I 

1 
27 I 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

I have discussed the charges and allegations contained 

in accusation number 82-57 with my attorney, James P. Lough. 

I understand my right to a ,hearing, as well as my rights to 

reconsideration, appeal, and any and all other rights accorded to 

me purs~ant to the California Administrative Procedure Act. 

I hereby freely and voluntarily waive all these rights and agree 

to the terms of this stipulation. 
i 

8\
 
,91
 

I 
101 DAT~D: 

I 

I 
111 

121 
I 

I 

13.1 

1411 
I 

15 1 The Board of 

l6~1 foregoing stipulation 

17~deCiSion shall be 

18 1983. 

19; 
1 

201 
211 

!DATED: December 20, 1982 
22: 

I 
I 

231 
I 

241 
i 

251 

I 
261 

'DL:gld 
27 
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H-SERONl-8 
10-13-82 

KATHLEEN DIANE SERON, R.N. 
Respondent 

DECISION 

Registered Nursing hereby adopts the 

as its decision in this matter. This 

effective on the 21st day of January 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

I 
I 
IBY:~~bU-- I 

! 

Board President I 

I 
! 

8.
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

• 
26 

27 

BEFORE 'l'HE
 
BOARD OF REGIS'I'ERED NURSING
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 

In the Matter of the Accusation )
 
Against: )
 

)
 
KATHLEEN DIANE SERON, R.N. )
 
331 N. Greville Place )
 
Porterville, California 93257)
 
License No. L-295797, )
 

) 
Respondent. ) 

----------------~) 

Complainant alleges that: 

No. 82-57 

ACCUSA'l'ION 

1. Complainant, Barbara Brusstar, R.N., is the 

Executive	 Secretary of the Board of Registered Nursing, 

(hereinafter referred to as lIboardll), and makes this accusation 
, 

solely in her official capacity. 

2. On or about August 31, 1978, respondent Kathleen 

Diane Seron, (hereinafter referred to as "respondent"), was 

issued license number L-295797 by the board. Said license is 

now and was at all times mentioned herein in fUll force and 

effect. 

/ 
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13
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17
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3. Pursuant to the provisions of section 2750 of the 

Business and Professions Code; the board may discipline ani 

licensee who has committed any of the acts or omissions which 

constitute grounds for disciplinary action", 

4. Respondent is sUbject to discipline pursuant to 

the provisions of sections 2761 (a) and 2762 (e) of the 

Business and PrOfessions Code, in that, while employed at 

Westside District Hospital, Taft, California, respondent has 

committed acts of unprofessional conduct, in that she has 

falsified and made grossly incorrect and grossly inconsistent 

entries in records pertaining to narcotics and dangerous drugs, 

as more partic~larly alleged -hereinaf ter: 

A. On or about September 26, lY80, respondent charted 

Demerol 100 mg. to patient Ernest A~.at ti:~O p.m., l~:~~ 

p.m., and 6 a.m •. In fact, respondent only administered­

Demero1 once to said patient, at approximately ~ p.m •• 

B. On or about September 28, 198<J, respondent ci1arteLi 

Demerol 50 mg. for patient Emory H. at l.L:30 a.m" anu 

6 a.m.. In fact, respondent did not administer Dernerol to 

said patient at all. 

C. On or about September 28, 1980, respondent charted 

Demerol 50 mg. to patient Floyd G. at 6:30 a.m •. In fac~~ 

respondent did not aominister Dernerol to said patie~t. at 

all. 

D. On or about September 26,	 1980, respondent charted 

Demerol	 25 mg. for patient Michael F. at 3:30, p.m., ~:30 

/ 

2. 
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10

15

20

25

1 
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7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

p.m., 12:00 a.m. and 5:20 a.m ••. In fact, respondent did 

not administer said Demero1 to said patient. 

E. On ~r about October 3, 1~80, respondent charted 

Demerol 37 1/2 mg. for patient Travis G. at 3:50 p.m., 

8:l0\p.m., 12:00 midnight, and 6:50 a.m •. In fact, 

respondent did not administer said Demerol to sai6 

patient. Respondent recorded that 3 of the 37 1/2 mg. 

doses of Demero1 had been withdrawn from 100 mg. vials ot 

Demerol, when 50 mg. vials were available. Respondent 

failed to account for the leftover Demerol. 
"\ 

5. Respondent is further sUbject to discipline 

pursuant to the prOVision of sections 2761 (a) and 2762 (e) of 

the Business and Professions Coce, in that, while employed at 

Lindsay District Hospital, Lindsay, California, respondent has 

committed acts of unprofessional conduct, in that she has 

falsified and made grossly incorrect, and grossly inconsistent 

entries in records pertaining to narcotics and dangerous drugs, 

as more particularly alleged hereinafter: 

On or about September 10, lY80, respondent charted 

Demerol 75 mg. for patient Caroline D. at 12:50 and 4:20 

a.m .. The patient medication record and the post partum 

record each show 1 injection of Demerol at lL:~O a.m •• In 

fact, respondent did not administer Demero1 to said patient 

at either time. 

B. On or about September 10, 19~0, respondent charted 

Demerol 75 mg. for patient Ann Z. at 1:UO a.m. and 4:10 

/ 

3.
 



CJ o 
'--. 

1 a.m.. In fact, respondent only gave the patient one 

2 injection of Demerol during the night. 

6. Dernerol is a narcotic and a controlled sUbs~ance, 

4 

:3 

as defined in sections 11032 and 11055 (c) (14) of the Health 

and Safety Code~ and a dangerous drug as defined in section 

4211 (a) of the Business and Professions Code. 

7 WHEREFORE T' complainant requests that a hear ing be hela 

8 on the matters alleged herein, and that following said hearing, 

9 the board issue a decison; 

10 

11 

12 DATED: 

13 

14 

15 

16 
-. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 DL: jrnrn 
4789D 

1. Suspending or revoking respondent's license; and 

2. Taking such other action as board deems proper. 

-l:Vu ,eJ\ ~ " leN t 

Complainant 

27 035791l0-LA81ADl9a~ 

4. 




